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17 dead in school shooting 


in 


Florida; suspect, 19, arrested 


BY TERRY SPENCER 
AND KELLI KENNEDY 


Associated Press 


PARKLAND, FLA. 
A former student opened fire 
at a Florida high school 
Wednesday, killing “numerous” 
people, sending students run- 
ning out into the streets and 
SWAT team members swarming 


in before authorities took him 
into custody. Some reports said 
as many as 17 were killed. 

Frantic parents rushed to the 
scene and ambulances con- 
verged in front of the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School. 
Live footage showed emergency 
workers appearing to treat pos- 
sibly wounded people on the 
sidewalks. 


The Broward County Sheriff’s 
Office tweeted Wednesday 
afternoon that “so far we have 
at least 14 victims.” The tweet 
added: “Victims have been and 
continue to be transported to 
Broward Health Medical Center 
and Broward Health North hos- 
pital.” 

Broward County Schools Su- 
perintendent Robert Runcie said 


there were “numerous fatal- 
ities.” 

“It is a horrific situation.” He 
added, “It is a horrible day for 
us.” 

The male shooter was identi- 
fied as Nicolas Cruz, about 19, 
said a U.S. official briefed on the 
investigation. The official spoke 
on condition of anonymity be- 
cause he was not authorized to 


discuss the information publicly. 
Previously, Broward County 
Sheriff Scott Israel had said the 
shooter was a former student. 

He said the shooter was out- 
side and inside the school at 
points during the attack, and 
taken into custody “without 
incident” about an hour after he 
left the school. Israel said police 
were waiting for the SWAT 
team to give them the all-clear 
so that they could go inside the 
school. 

Michael Nembhard said he 
was sitting in his garage about a 
mile away from the school 
watching the coverage on TV 
when he heard a police officer 


SEE SHOOTING, 8A 


Board 
defends 
secret 
search 


BY SCOTT BOLEJACK 
sbolejack@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

Wake County school board 
members are defending their 
secretive search for the next 
superintendent of schools. 

Wake’s school board does not 
plan to release the names of 
finalists who want to lead the 
country’s 15th-largest school 
district, although it made the 
process public five years ago. 
Some board members say this 
time is different because politi- 
cal tensions aren’t as high as 
they were in 2013. 

For that superintendent 
search, Wake hired McPherson 
& Jacobson, a Nebraska-based 
firm, which said naming the 
finalists and having them meet 
with the public would make the 
process more transparent and 
lead to greater public support 
when the board made its choice. 

This year the school board 
hired the N.C. School Boards 
Association. 

“Both firms generally recom- 
mend a closed search because 
there are many candidates who 
put themselves in a vulnerable 
position if they are known to be 
applying to other districts,” 
school board member Jim Mar- 
tin said. “In 2013, however, the 
tension and political climate in 
Wake County required a differ- 
ent type of operation.” 

Five years ago, Wake was in 
the midst of debates about 
school assignment, busing and 
diversity. Democrats gained 
control of the school board and 
in 2012 fired superintendent 
Tony Tata, who had been hired 
by a Republican-led board. He 
had been in the job less than 20 
months. 

Jim Merrill, who replaced 
Tata, said he resigned Feb. 1 to 
begin his retirement. The school 
board praised him, saying he 
brought needed stability to the 
district. 

“The community and the 
school system is in a very differ- 
ent place than in 2013, and that 
is why the search is being con- 
ducted in the manner it is,” said 
Martin, one of four current 
school board members who 
were on the board five years 
ago. 

The N.C. School Boards Asso- 


SEE SECRET SEARCH, 8A 


BY RICHARD STRADLING 
rstradling@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 
aura DeVivo of Raleigh 
knew she needed to let 
someone know about the 
pothole she hit last week 

on northbound Capital Boule- 

vard, just south of the Wake 

Forest Road exit. It was as big as 


a foxhole, DeVivo said, but she 
couldn’t swerve to avoid it. 

“I saw that pothole, but traffic 
was not going to allow me to not 
hit it,” she said. “I was 
doomed.” 

The front passenger tire 
somehow survived, but by the 
next day it had started to shred. 

DeVivo took her tire to Dis- 
count Tire on Six Forks Road, 
where she learned she wasn’t 


PHOTOS BY CHRIS SEWARD cseward@newsobserver.com 


The snow, ice, salted roadways and sub-freezing temperatures have cause an outbreak of potholes on Triangle roads, like this patch of rough 
road with multiple patches seen Monday on inbound Capital Boulevard between Wake Forest Road and Wade Avenue in Raleigh. 


Potholes proliferate in 
Triangle in wake of wintry 
weather, damaging tires 


that pothole’s only victim. 

Ross Bradley, the assistant 
manager, said the shop has seen 
an uptick in blown tires and 
bent wheels from rough roads. 
And while he hasn’t seen it for 
himself, he’s had at least 10 
customers report hitting a 
“monstrous” pothole on Capital 
in about the spot DeVivo de- 
scribed. 

“I don’t drive that way, but 


The potholes are damaging car 
tires and wheels, keeping local 
tire stores busy. 


they say there’s one there that’s 
been swallowing wheels,” 
Bradley said. 

It’s pothole season, and the 
state and local governments try 
to make it easy to report the 


SEE POTHOLES, 5A 


‘Why are you trying to ruin football?’ 
Duke University tackles head trauma 


BY DAWN BAUMGARTNER 
VAUGHAN 


dvaughan@heraldsun.com 


DURHAM 
You want to believe the story 
you’ve been told your whole life. 
That’s why Rebecca Carpen- 
ter, daughter of late NFL player 

and coach Lew Carpenter, said 
she resisted accepting that foot- 
ball caused her dad’s brain dam- 


age. She didn’t want to believe 
it. 

“If you think about everything 
as a data point, I have a thou- 
sand data points that football is 
fantastic. Then I get one data 
point - you might want to look 
at this,” Carpenter said. 

When he died, her father had 
CTE - chronic traumatic 
encephalopathy, a degenerative 
brain disease found in athletes 


who had repeated brain trauma. 
Common symptoms include 
memory loss, aggression and 
depression. The latest research 
at Boston University’s CTE 
Center shows that head impact, 
not concussions, causes CTE. 

Lew Carpenter played for the 
Detroit Lions, Green Bay Pack- 
ers and Cleveland Browns from 
1953 to 1963. 

Carpenter said once she ac- 


knowledged it was true, she felt 
betrayed. 

“First, I was mad: ‘Why are 
you trying to ruin football?” 

Then she was mad that her 
dad is dead. 

Carpenter is the filmmaker of 
“Requiem for a Running Back,” 
a documentary that will screen 
Friday night at the Nasher Mu- 
seum of Art at Duke University. 

On Saturday, Duke Law 
School will host “Head Trauma 
In Football,” an afternoon of 
discussions about football 
culture, the science of head 


SEE HEAD TRAUMA, 10A 
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